
 

www.iaset.us                                                                                                                                                                                                        editor@iaset.us 

 

IMPACT OF DRY NEEDLING IN PATIENTS WITH MUSCULOSKELETAL ACHE—A 

UMBRELLA OVERVIEW 

Prof. Dr. Deepak N Krishnan
1
 & Prof Dr. Vijay.P

2 

1Ph.D. P.T., M.P.T, Department of Sports Physiotherapy, Motiwala university of Physiotherapy, Nashik,  

Maharashtra, India 
2Ph.D, P.T. M.PT, Essential Shree Devi College of Physiotherapy, Mangalore, Karnataka, India 

 

ABSTRACT 

The systematic overview (SR) regarding the results of Dry Needling (DN) has advanced sufficient. proof suggest that the 

effect of this approach is still required to improvize. The aim of this systematic review is to short the evidence the results of 

trigger factor DN on sports activities accidents throughout all frame areas. PubMed, internet of science and Embase had 

been searched to discover SRs inspecting the effect of DN in comparison to a bodily remedy (PT) intervention threat 

became assessed with the AMSTAR-2 device. amount of the overlap in primary research became calculated using the 

corrected blanketed region. Out of 2286 consequences, of which 36 SRs have been covered on this evaluate. average, DN 

is advanced and equally powerful to different interventions for to reduce pain at brief-time period. outcomes indicates 

physical function results were contradiction across body regions. DN has a analgesic effect in all frame areas and offers 

additional value to the interventions which can be used to this point additionally in scientific exercise. numerous studies 

have shown an extra remedy impact while combining DN to physiotherapeutic interventions in comparison to different 

interventions. there's a full-size requirement for the standardization of DN protocols to address the problem and to 

strengthen the contemporary evidence. 
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INTRODUCTION 

4. Creation (level 1 heading)Musculoskeletal (MSK) injury are accepted in the patients and are associated with long-time 

period harm and impairement [1,2,3]. Dry needling (DN) has emerge as very famous inside the control of MSK damage 

and related impairement, both as a character remedy or in mixture with other physiotherapeutic interventions. Dry needling 

is a remedy method which is maximal powerful, fee-effective, easy to research with appropriate schooling, and includes a 

low danger of headaches [4]. The effect of this novel remedy approach remains under dialogue and effects range widely 

over the posted literature [5].  

The high-quality supported DN method objectives myofascial trigger points (MTrPs) and pursuits to improve 

peripheral and central physiological and clinical outcomes [5,6,7,8]. amongst patients with acute and persistent MSK 
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injuries, myofascial pain syndrome is frequently gift and is described as one of the underlying reasons of the disorder 

[9,10,11]. it's far characterised by means of sensory, motor, and autonomic signs due to MTrPs. numerous scientific 

consequences had been defined for DN, of which the analgesic impact is the excellent final results. other cautioned 

scientific outcomes consist of improvements in physical feature, such as impairement, variety of movement or muscle 

electricity [5,6,8].  

The quantity of systematic critiques (SRs) with or without meta-analyses (MAs) summarizing the literature 

concerning the clinical results of DN has progressed alot. Systematic critiques are on the pinnacle of the evidence pyramid, 

and healthcare decision makers rely upon systematic opinions as one of the key equipment for attaining evidence-based 

totally healthcare [12]. consequently, an umbrella overview (UR) lets in the comparison of findings of numerous SRs, 

considering for inclusion best the highest level of proof [13].  

Consequently, this UR ambitions to synthetize all posted SRs on trigger factor DN effect in sufferers with 

myofascial ache across numerous MSK conditions. substances And strategies This UR turned into registered in 

PROSPERO (CRD42022330512) and observed the favored Reporting objects for Systematic evaluations and Meta-

Analyses PRISMA-2020 guidelines and the Joanna Briggs Institute technique for URs [13,14].  

2.1. Inclusion Standards  

Systematic assessment with meta-analyses had been eligible if they met the following criteria: inclusion of (P) participants 

with acute to persistent MSK ache disorders, age 18–65 years; (I) receiving as a minimum one DN session (as a stand-on 

my own intervention or combined with every other remedy modality [e.g., therapeutic exercise]); (C) in comparison to 

sham/placebo, no intervention or other (active or passive) interventions (e.g., manual remedy (MT), workout remedy, WN 

etc.); (O) with at the least one clinical outcome in the domain of ache or bodily functioning(e.g., active and passive range 

of motion, electricity, characteristic, impairement, first-class of life or each day life activity) [15,16]. extra statistics 

approximately the eligibility standards can be discovered in Appendix A.  

2.2. Resources and Strategy  

The reference lists of the protected SRs and trial registries were hand-searched to discover additional studies no longer 

identified thru digital searches. 

2.3. Choice Analysis  

The studies identified at some stage in the hand search had been assessed for eligibility with the aid of independent 

reviewers using a 2-stage technique. First, all identified facts were screened based totally on identify and abstract. 

Secondly, the overall textual content of the remaining articles changed into assessed for eligibility.  

2.4. Data Series  

The facts was extracted from the articles through two special reviewers and checked by way of a 3rd reviewer. The extracted 

facts blanketed (i) creator, booklet 12 months, united states of america and SR layout (SR and/or MA); (ii) statistics on the study 

sample (consisting of quantity and booklet years of RCTs, and number of patients in step with treatment arm); (iii) handled body 

vicinity(s); (iv) details of the interventions (i.e., DN and comparator); (v) final results(s) (i.e., size device and observe-up); (vi) 

consequences; (vii) damaging activities and (viii) comments. If the observe-up duration turned into now not distinct within the 

SR, the variety of follow-up durations used within the included RCTs became supplied [17]. 
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2.6. Information Analysis 

The diploma in primary studies is protected in SRs became calculated the use of an appropriate blanketed vicinity (CCA) 

to generate a citation matrix [19,20]. To symbolize needling vicinity, CCA calculations for pairs of reviews were 

accomplished. Threshold are used to interpret of measured overlap (zero–five%—moderate, 6–10%—slight, eleven–

15%—high, >15%—very excessive) [19]. The effects are decided on from a SRs according to a precise decision rule and 

published set of rules [21]. when greater SRs said records for the identical final results had been published in the equal 

year, the evaluate includes the finest quantity of primary studies are decided on [19,21,22,23,24,25].  

A sturdy advice became made whilst 50% of SRs don't forget a specific topic have at the least moderate-degree 

evidence, with as a minimum one review having high-level evidence. A moderate advice became made while as a 

minimum 50% of the reviews have moderate-degree proof. [26] 

5. Effects  

6. 3.1. Take a look at Layout  

The database seek ended in 2286 SRs, of which 1699 SRs remained after reproduction removal. After the primary 

screening of titles and abstracts, 66 SRs have been retrieved for full text screening. 

3.4. Synthesis  

11 SRs, including 102 specific RCTs, tested the consequences of DN on numerous specific areas 

[28,31,32,33,34,35,36,37,38,39,40]. due to very high overlap (see Appendix A: pairs of reviews) and the very poor 

methodological nice of a number of the protected articles, nine SRs [28,31,32,33,34,35,36,38,39] were taken into 

consideration whilst summarizing these consequences. 

Pain Modulation  

DN in comparison to sham/placebo DN become proven to be advanced for quick-term pain discount [31,32,34,35,36,38]. 

there's low-exceptional proof suggesting a moderate impact favoring DN over manage/sham without delay to twelve-weeks 

put up-intervention. there is slight-excellent evidence suggesting a small impact favoring DN over control/sham within the 

long-time period (6–12 months follow-up) [35]. 

DN as compared to different interventions: two MAs observed mild nice evidence suggesting small [35] to 

moderate [34] consequences favoring DN over different interventions within the quick-term (instantaneous to twelve-

weeks) [35]. DN changed into at the least similarly effective as guide MTrP release and other needling treatments [34]. DN 

in aggregate with different cures turned into greater powerful than making use of the alternative remedies on my own at 

quick-time period [38]. One massive SR (42 RCTs, N = 3967) determined low first-rate evidence for a massive effect of 

DN (without or with other treatments) as compared to other treatments straight away, at mid- and at lengthy-term for 

lowering pain [38]. A lower in pain intensity at long-time period (thirteen–24 weeks) became observed whilst studying DN 

towards different cures or when comparing DN + different healing procedures with those remedies on my own. SRs 

discovered similar results for DN in comparison to WN [36,39]. Cummings et al. discovered that DN and WN are equally 

effective for pain depth discount, and the comply with-up became not targeted [33]. 
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Physical Functioning 

DN as compared to sham/placebo: There is ideal-excellent evidence suggesting a long effect of DN for adjustments in 

functional effects at on the spot (right now—12 weeks) and long-time period (6–three hundred and sixty five days) 

observe-up [35]. DN is effective for enhancing high-quality of life and range of movement in the neck and shoulder as 

compared to sham/placebo at long-time period [34]. [31,34,36] evaluated changes in range of motion, and the outcomes 

indicates effective. 

DN in comparison to different interventions: DN is equally as powerful as other interventions (MT, WN or 

pharmacological interventions) for enhancements in range of motion, incapacity and exceptional of existence [32,34]. 

3.4. 2. Upper zone 

Temporomandibular Dysfunctions three SRs discussing DN inside the temporomandibular joint area (TMJ) have been 

blanketed [41,48,55]. The results ought to be interpreted with caution due to the very high quantity of overlap among SRs 

and MAs. 

Headache One high fine SR with MA confirmed that DN could significantly enhance headache frequency, fitness-

associated excellent of existence, trigger factor tenderness, and cervical ROM in a anxiety kind headache (TTH) and 

cervicogenic headache (CGH). DN produced comparable consequences to other interventions for brief-time period 

headache pain relief but regarded higher than other treatments for development in related incapacity in the brief-term [53]. 

Neck This UR included 9 SRs that studied DN inside the neck [43,44,45,46,47,49,51,52,54]. based totally on the 

quantity of overlap and the methodological first-rate of the opinions, six research have been withheld to jot down these 

outcomes [43,44,45,46,49,51]. 

Pain Intensity 

DN in comparison to sham/placebo: DN produced an analgesic effect immediately after remedy and at quick-time period 

[45, 49]. 

Physical Functioning 

DN compared to sham/placebo: SRs determined extensive effects of DN over sham/placebo interventions [43,49]. DN as 

compared to different interventions: For decreasing incapacity or improving functionality, most evaluations found 

comparable effects of DN in comparison to other interventions (MT, WN, other PT interventions) inside the quick and 

lengthy-time period [43,46,49,51]. DN may be of delivered price in improving disability inside the brief-term, seeing that 

effects of the blended interventions have been better than the interventions as a stand-on my own remedy [44]. 4 SRs 

evaluated changes in variety of motion [43,44,49,51]. Shoulder • pain depth DN as compared to sham/placebo: MAs found 

statistically extensive results of DN as compared to sham at short-time period; those outcomes had been showed within the 

mid-term [47,50]. DN compared to different interventions: mild to low-fine proof suggests that the effective (small) 

consequences of DN in non-annoying shoulder pain of MSK beginning at brief-term 50 42 forty two 50 Elbow compared 

to different interventions: One SR studied the clinical consequences of DN sufferers with lateral epicondylalgia [30]. DN 

reduced ache depth and related-disability with large impact sizes in comparison to a comparative institution at quick- and 

long-term. there has been also an growth in grip energy (small length effect) at brief-time period. three.four.3. lower zone 

Khan et al. [58] and Morihisa et al. [61] blanketed 16 RCTs evaluating DN within the decrease quadrant. both reviews 
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concluded that DN changed into an powerful intervention for decreasing ache related to lower quarter MTrPs at brief-term. 

RCTs evaluating DN with sham or placebo confirmed marked improvements in ache; while evaluating DN with other 

healing modalities or MT, the effects had comparable outcomes for ache reduction [58]. Low lower back This UR included 

studies with a very excessive percentage of overlap (CCA = sixty eight.seventy five%) [57,59].  

Ache Intensity  

Compared to sham/placebo: each reviews observed DN to be effective for ache depth immediately post-intervention while 

compared to SN. The outcomes were maintained at observe-up (now not distinct) [57]. in comparison to other 

interventions: each evaluations found DN to be powerful right away publish-intervention whilst as compared to 

acupuncture. •  

Physical Functioning as compared to sham/placebo: each opinions discovered DN to be advanced for incapacity 

immediately publish-intervention while compared to SN. At follow-up, no tremendous variations had been discovered. 

compared to other interventions: both critiques located DN to be advanced for disability right away post-intervention when 

as compared to acupuncture. At observe-up, no statistically extensive variations had been determined.  

Knee handiest 2 studies on knee ache have been located [62,63]. due to the amount of overlap (11.seventy six%), 

the (excessive) methodological nice and the limited quantity of research approximately DN within the assessment of 

Ughreja et al., only one MA [62] can be discussed. Rahou-El-Bachiri et al. observed a massive mild effect size for 

decreasing pain intensity and incapacity within the brief-time period. 62  

Heel two studies which include thirteen RCTs (with high overlap; CCA = 18.18%) tested the effectiveness of DN 

for plantar heel ache or plantar fasciitis [56,60]. both studies observed that DN considerably improves the pain depth whilst 

compared to the assessment organization (mix of comparators: sham/different interventions) at short- and lengthy-time 

period.  

7. DISCUSSION 

To the quality of our information, that is the first UR evaluating the scientific effects of DN in patients with MSK pain. 

The present day proof show that DN is an effective remedy for MTrP-precipitated pain for brief-term ache relief. (which 

include different needling strategies, MT, or exercise/PT). The cutting-edge evidence suggests that DN is effective than 

intervention/sham/placebo strategies for enhancements in pain depth in taut fibres present. Murillo et al. targeted a DN 

intervention to the Obliquus Capitis Inferior muscle discovered an instantaneous and lengthy-time period clinically 

significant boom in higher cervical mobility at the C1C2-stage compared to SN [64]. DN is similarly effective to different 

interventions. since DN mainly specializes in restoring characteristic by means of increasing blood flow and improvise the 

integrity of a practical motor endplate [6], As rehabilitation programs development, restoring muscle feature (motor 

manage), energy and mobility by means of exercising becomes greater powerful [65,66]. For continual ache, numerous 

peripheral and significant neurophysiological results were described as properly [6,7,8,67] and needling techniques have 

these days been added to the remedy pointers of (chronic) neck pain and occasional back pain [68,69,70]. because muscle 

inhibition and motor manipulate deficits can be gift at some stage in rehabilitation because of acute or persistent ache [71], 

it is able to be of hobby to assess the cost of DN in a multimodal treatment application, even as tracking the adjustments in 

motor overall performance (sensorimotor control and power) and muscle homes together with excitability, contractibility, 

extensibility and elasticity. broadly seemed because the acceptability of scientific trial results, and trial effects are 



166                                                                                                                                                                                Prof. Dr. Deepak N Krishnan & Prof Dr. Vijay.P
 

 
Impact Factor (JCC): 7.6910                                                                                                                                                                        NAAS Rating 3.99 

elaborated while blinding strategies are suboptimal [72]. two Delphi studies had been carried out to evaluate the maximum 

crucial factors of shams for DN research [73]. Sham credibility can be maintained using cognitive techniques, probably 

relinquishing the want for indistinguishable shams that have proved difficult to layout [74]. moreover, preceding studies 

with DN should be taken into consideration whilst comparing the effectiveness of sham tactics [75]. Braithwaite et al., 

demonstrated most fulfilling therapist blinding, and near-most beneficial recipient blinding, make it feasible to double-

blind dry needling trials (with the caveat that confined needling techniques can be used with the needle devices) [72].  

4.2. Power  

This UR used sturdy methodological procedures primarily based on the maximum latest posted proof, as defined with the 

aid of the Joanna Briggs Institute and consisting of the usage of AMSTAR and PRISMA equipment [13,14,18].  

4.3. Clinical Issues  

DN is a safe and powerful approach. No negative activities had been present in the 210 specific RCTs, demonstrating that 

it's far a safe intervention when carried out by using a skilled physiotherapist. thinking about the quantity of treatments 

important for quick-term consequences, Llurda-Almuzara et al. stated that minimum of three periods had been essential for 

treatment results [60]. Sánchez-Infante et al. confirmed that one consultation consistent with week proved effective inside a 

1- to 3-week time period [38]. The results are in choose of mixed remedies, and DN may also decorate treatment efficiency 

for brief-time period pain relief.  

8. End  

There is powerful evidence that DN decreases ache throughout particular place at brief-time period evaluation. The present 

day proof suggests that DN is powerful than to no intervention/sham/placebo for improvements in ache depth. There is a 

sizable need for standardization of DN protocols to cope with to bolster the current evidence. 

9. Battle of Interest 

NO any war of interest exists. 
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